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August 30, 2011

Friends,
Our Biswas is delighted to sponsor a potluck dinner on Saturday, September 10, 2011@ 6:30 for raising funds to support a project in an interior village of the state of Orissa, India. The Tailoring Training Center in Kiakata village needs sewing machines and other items so that the young girls can learn and make clothing and other items to sell.  The dinner will be at 1210 Whittier Drive, East Lansing, MI 48823. 
Each participant will contribute $15 or more towards the dinner.  Please see the details in the next page. Your contribution is tax deductable.  Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
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Joyasree (Ranu) Mahanti

(517)337-9570

Kiakata is an interior village of Anugul District in the western part of the state of Orissa. Most of the villagers don’t have their own land. I started the nano finance project in the village in January 2009. Kamalini, the coordinator of Nano Finance in her gentle voice expressed that many girls in the village did not know how to read and write because they stay at home to take care the house work and siblings when parents are at work. I asked her if she could, with a small salary, start a school privately to teach the girls in the afternoon when the girls were free from their responsibilities. She agreed and I am confident she is a person with genuine interest in educating the young people. 

The low budget temporary school was opened in June 2010.  The funds to support the school came from my friends and family members. The young girls learned to read and write in six months. Last January while visiting the village, they asked me when they would have their training center now that they knew how to read and write which I promised earlier.

Total budget for the Tailoring Training Center:
Sewing machines (4):  $350
Teacher's salary for 6 months: $560
Sewing kit for girls (15): $350
Table (1), chairs (4), and a cabinet: $230
Transportation: $50
Total: $1540 
Already collected $700 
[image: image2.bmp]MSU Professor Linda Racioppi photographed the girls and children of the village in January 2011.   
The girls are  standing where the tailoring training center will be started in December 2011. 
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